Chapter 3 The Rock and Fossil Record   Section 4:  Looking at Fossils
Fossilized Organisms:

· A _____________________ is the remains or physical evidence of an organism preserved by geologic processes
What happens when something dies?

·  It is either _______________________ by other organisms 
   or immediately begins ____________________________.

· Or it is buried by ____________________,  which slows down the decay.

· Hard parts like _______________________________________ are more resistant to decaying, so more commonly preserved.
amber-__________________________________________________________________________


-Animals caught in amber are ___________________________________________. 
       petrifaction-_____________________________________________________________________

       _______________________________________________________________________________

       ________________________________-a process in which the pore space in an organism’s hard 
       tissue (like bone or wood) is filled up with minerals

        _________________________________-a process in which the organism’s tissues are completely 
        replaced by minerals

· 
An example, is __________________________________.
Other Types of Fossils:

       Fossils of ______________________________________, extinct for approximately 10,000 years, 
       have been found frozen in __________________ ice.

· A ___________________________  fossil is naturally preserved evidence of animal activity.

Types of Trace Fossils:

· _______________________-shelters made by animals 

· _________________________-preserved animal dung 

Things you can learn from fossils:

1. ____________________________________________________

2.   ____________________________________________________
3.   ____________________________________________________

A ___________________ is a cavity in rock where a plant or animal was buried .

A ____________________ is an object made when sediment fills a mold and becomes rock.

· Most animals are not _______________________________ enough to form fossils
Why is the fossil record incomplete?

· Because most organisms never became _________________________.

· Also, many fossils have ___________________________________________. 
What does the fossil record reveal?_____________________________________________________

    For example:
· A ___________________________________ helps scientists reconstruct ancient coastlines and the depth of ancient seas.

· It  allows scientists to reconstruct __________________________________.
· They can determine how ______________________________________________.
An ________________________ fossil is one found for a short time in rock layers around the world.

Examples of Index Fossils:

1. Genus of ______________________ called   _____________________
· These were marine mollusk similar to a modern ________________.  It lived in a

_______________________________.

· They are believed to have lived ___________________  million years ago. 
2. Genus of __________________  called _______________________
· Their closest relative is the ____________________________________
· They are believed to have lived __________ million years ago. 

